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By MIKE DeANGELO 
New guidelines for Student Activity 
Funds Budgeting procedures and control 
over expenditures have been proposed to 
the president by John Palmucci, Dean of 
Administration, and Joe Brown, Comp- 
troller. These guidelines will help the 
students. 
and the President decide what kinds of ex- 
penditures are appropriate to the use of 
Student Activity funds under Massa- 
chusetts laws and under the regulations of 
the Regional Board of Community 
Colleges. The Student activity Budget 
__ Review Committee (SABRC) will be 
~_ responsible for insuring that the guidelines 
and procedures are formed in budgeting. 
_ The newly formed SABRC shall be com- 
prised of one representative of the Student 
Council, the College Budget Committee, 


Student paper established in 1962 
_ Student Activity Budget Review Committee Established 


and the Dean of Administration, John 
Palmucci. The Committee will review 
Student Activities to determine that the 
projected income and expenses are 
realistic and that all recommendations are 
within the scope of the law. 

Each NECC organization is responsible 
for submitting to the Student Council as 
soon as possible a budget request which 
outlines comprehensively the 
organization’s complete financial needs 
for the forthcoming year January 1- 
December 31. 

The submitted budget shall include both 
a request for Student activity Funds and a 
projection of income to be generated by 
the organization. 

The submission shall contain both a 


Dr. Spurk Becomes 


Assistant Dean 


Dr. John Spurk is the newly 
appointed Assistant Dean of the 
College at NECC. He works with 
Dr. Donald Ruhl, Dean of the 
College. 


Dr. Spurk has a bachelor’s degree 
in history and government from 
_ Boston College, a master’s degree 
in government from the University 
_ of Strasbourg, and a PH.D. degree 
___ from Boston University. 
The Assistant Dean came to the 
college in 1967 as a history 
professor who soon became Chair- 
_ person of the History department. 
_. He headed the group which. 
_ eventually wrote the report which 
_ qualified Northern Essex to join 
‘the New England Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools 
and became an accredited college. 
__ When told that he has been given 
credit by many for this accomp- 
lishment, John Spurk said, ‘It was 
a team effort, and although I would 
like to take the credit it would be 
_ unfair of me to do so.” 
-— Soon Dr. Spurk was appointed 


_ Chairperson of the Liberal Arts - 


_ Division and he retained this 
- position for seven years, until his 
ae recent appointment. Now he is 
teaching three sections in German 
as well as holding down the 


Position as Assistant Dean. 


Reflected Spurk, “I like to teach 
and I think that what the college 
_ does for me I do for it, in that the 
_ needs of the college change and I 
change with it. I once taught 
history and I thought that would 
be 2i Iwould do here, but soon a 
eed arose for a German teacher 
nd I asked, ‘Why not? He 
_ continued, “The Community coll- 
__ege is flexible and I am willing to 
_do almost anything because of the 
unlimited free?’~m for.” | 


“ 
me 


by Norm Qaratelli. 


He continved, “The Community 
college is flexible and I am willing 
to do almost anything because of 
the unlimited freedom for inno- 
vation.” 


Dr. Spurk is a man who has had 
the good fortune to travel...to 
Germany, Switzerland, France, 
Holland, and Belgium. As a person 
much concerned with how other 
people get along (his doctorate was 
centered around European Unifi- 
cation), his travels have allowed 
him to view himself and_ his 
countrymen in a broader light than 
most of us do. 


He said, “I learned how to be more 
of a human being and I wish that 
more of us could have the 
opportunity to travel. I regret 
that I can’t see more of the world. 
I would like to go to Africa, Japan, 
Russia and other places.” He 
added that a good way to travel is 
through the Experiment in Inter- 
national Living Program which 
allows one to live in a community 
with a family at low cost. He 
explained that most of us here are 
still relatively ignorant about 
persons in other countries and 
they probably know more about us 
than we do about them. . ‘ 
He adds, “Many outside ovservers 
see the United States as children 
who have not yet grown up. They 
wonder why we must bring our 
‘toys with us wherever we go,’ 
expecting others to accommodate 
our desires rather than adapting to 
their way of life.” 
Applying this attitude of accom- 
modation to the college campus, Dr. 
. Spurk would like to see more 
activity within the college commu- 
nity. He feels that NECC should 
have connections with what is 
continued on page 8 


contingency area that will exceed 4 per- 


summary of the goals and objective of the 
programs that are to be funded, as well as 
a detailed itemization of anticipated ex- 
penditures. 

The recommendations made to the 
college president by the SABRC shall in- 
clude the following: 

A. A statement of total projected funds 
available for the calendar year from the 
Student Activity Funds. 

B. A statement of goals and objectives 
for each program or area requested for 
funding. 

C. A summary of anticipated ex- 
penditures for each program or area 
requested for funding. 

D. No request shall be approved in the 


Dr. Donald Ruhl, Dean of the College 
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cent of the total approved budget. 


E. No allocation will be made to any 
program or area that has not submitted B 
and C above. 

F. During the course of the year, any 
new program or area that desires ad- 
ditional funding must submit B and C 
above to the Student Council for its ap- 
proval. With the approval of the student 
activity Budget Review Committee and 
the President, initial or additional funds 
may be allocated. 

G. No change in allocations between 
funded programs or areas shall be made 
without the approval of the student Coun- 
cil, the Student Activity Budget Review 
Committee and the President. 


Dean Ruhl Talks 
about the Early Years 


Dr. Donald Ruhl, Dean of the college, 
majored in psychology at Juniata 
College in Huntingdon, Pa. He 
graduated with a B.S. in 1957. He 
graduated from the College of Business 
Administration at Boston University in 
1960, majoring in Human Relations. 
Dean Ruhl received a Certificate of 
Advanced Graduate Study after grad- 
uation from the School of Education at 
Boston University in 1965. 


He received his 
Doctor of Education Degree from B.U. 
in 1975. He concentrated heavily on 
adult and higher education. His 
dissertation was a study of excellent 
practitioners in the field of Continuing 
Education-Community Services in Pub- 
lic community junior colleges in the 
northeastern section of the United 
States. He came to Northern Essex in 
1964. 


When Dean Ruhl came to Northern 
Essex, NECC was located in the old 
Greenleaf Elementary School in Haver- 
hill. In the next few years, as the 
enrollment expanded, the school needed 
more room for classes. The school 
expanded to the Bradford Grange, the 


By BRYAN EATON 


old Haverhill High School and several 
church basements. Then in the early 
seventies, Northern Essex doors 
opened at the present campus. 

Dean Ruhl cited that of course there 
were obvious advantages to expanding 
to the present campus in terms of space, 
equipment and the identity of having a 
“real” college. One disadvantage said 
Dean Ruhl is, “less opportunity for 
informal warmth and interelationship 
between students and faculty. In the old 
school everyone got to know everyone 
else. I doubt this campus will have that 
feeling of personal warmth.” In 1964 
the enrollment of Northern Essex was 
580. This year 7,000 full-time and 
part-time students entered classes at 
the beginning of the semester. 


One reason the enrollment has 
increased is because of the present 
campus. Dean Ruhl thinks, “This site is 
the most attractive in the state. The 
city of Haverhill deserves much of the 
credit. They offered the site and have 
been very cooperative.” Before, at the 
old buildings in Haverhill, there was 
slight apathy because it “didn’t look like 
a college.” Now that feeling has 
changed. continued to page 8 


Challenging October’s coldest day the 
‘diehards of Bonny Flythe’s Archaeology 
class dig and scrape on what was once an 
island on an inland sea. The class searches 

for clues to. the past. 

Along some powerlines in Plaistow a boy 
found some rock chips. Recognizing them 
as a possible link to the past he brought 
them to his father. His father happens to 
be Paul Holmes of the New Hampshire Ar- 
chaeological Society. 

Following that lead Paul has been 
digging in that area for the past three 
years. He has had the help of many volun- 
teers. The Eagle Scouts helped him last 
summer. It was Paul’s suggestion to Bon: 
nie that she bring her class out there that 

Started it all. Not for a few years had a 
class participated in an actual digging 
site. - 

Since the beginning of the semester the 
class has been coming out to the site. 
Every Tuesday and Saturday the diehards 
trudge to Plaistow. Beginning at 9:00 in the 
morning and not ending till 3:00 in the af- 
ternoon, they dig and scrape at the soil. 

The hard work and meticulous sifting 
pay off, though. They have turned up many 
more of the stone chips which identify a 
productive site. 

The stone chips found on the surface and 
buried in the soil are the waste of primitive 
stone tool carving. Formed by the chipping 
of a rock by a stone hammer or deer an- 
tler, they give promise of more exciting 
finds. The chips can be recognized by the 
flattened head, or bulb on a corner of the 
chip. This is caused when the chip was 
broken away from the rock in the making 
of tools. 

Bonnie and Paul estimate that the chips 
were made by Indians around 4000 B.C. 
Paul has studied geological maps and has 
determined that the area they are digging 
on was once an island. Long ago a giant 
lake or inland sea once occupied the area 
surrounding the site. By estimating what 
area the shoreline would have covered, he 
is determining possible future sites. 

Scraping at the soil even more has un- 
covered fragments and pieces of stone 


Link To The Past 


by Dan Hickey. 


tools. A broken spear bazel or base part of 
the head was unearthed. Spears were 
probably used in fishing by the Indians 
who lived here. The point of a stone drill 
used to make holes in animal skins was a 
fascinating discovery. 

Further investigation in the area has 
turned up an exciting discovery. Hearths 
used in cooking and as a form of heat were 
uncovered in the area. Much like a 
fireplace made of stone, it is hopeful that it 
will lead to further artifacts. 

Bonnie is hopeful the class will find some 
sort of vegetable ashes in the hearth. With 
the ashes, using carbon testing, she could 
determine approximately when the hearth 
was built. If they find any type of pollen in 
the ashes, she could determine what 
season the hearth was last used. For in- 
stance, if they find pine pollen, this, would 
mean that it was used in spring, because 
pine expels its pollen in the spring. 

The students have been learning through 
the experience of Bonnie and Paul. They 
learn to recognize different colors in the 
soil that may hint to what may have been 
there thousands of years ago. Through 
recognizing the many colors and textures 
in the soil, the student may use them as an 
index to the past. Not a stone or inch of soil 
shall pass through a student’s sight 
without first being scrutinized. 

The weather has been getting too cold 
lately. The students are now preparing to 
close the site. A plastic sheet will be put 
over the current dig. Dirt will be thrown 
over the plastic. This is so next spring 
another class may resume the dig at the 
present level. 

Paul Holmes now returns to his society 
and goes about the task of recording and 
analyzing the season’s finds. The class 
with Bonnie moves indoors to class lec- 
tures on the history of man. They may well 
feel more interested after uncovering 
some of their own. 

The students will receive 80 points for 
participating. It is not mandatory to par- 
ticipate in the digging site. But to put it in 

the words of a participating student, ‘‘It’s 
a heck of a lot better than doing a term 


paper.”’ 


Steve Keyhoe and Paul Holmes chart the finds made by class. 


Welcome Back Prof. Mainer 


We are glad to see Professor John 
Mainer, Communications Depart- 
ment, back at NECC this semester. 
Prof. Mainer was absent nearly a 
year because of two heart attacks 
and an eventual open-heart medi- 
cal procedure at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital. 


Professor Mainer teaches speech 
and poetry at the College. He is a 
published poet and a musician who 
has recitalized from Bowdoin 
College to West Palm Beach, 
Florida. 


While at NECC, Professor Mainer 
organized the Writers’ Club which 
later became Parnassus; he or- 
ganized and directed for many 
years, the NECC Chorale (glee 


club) and worked very hard to 
establish a viable Music Depart- 
ment, by teaching Music apprecia- 
tion and by giving voice and piano 
lessons to a_ select group of 
students; Professor Mainer estab- 
lished at the beginning of his work 
here a Fine Arts Program, which 
was later discontinued. z 


More recently he has regularly 
given a Poetry Recital for student 
and faculty of the College. 


Professor Mainer has about twen- 
ty hobbies, including the collecting 
of antiques, gardening, collecting » 
books and records. 


Good to have you back, sir! 
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Continuing Education Grows 


_ By BRUCE GOULDTHORPE 


The demand for continuing education, 
part-time study for adults, has grown 
significantly over the past five years here 
at Northern Essex. : 

Since 1971 -the Division of Continuing 
Education and Community Services has 
increased its enrollment from about 900 to 
5,000 students per semester: About 12,000 
students attend classes yearly, including 
summer school sessions. 

A mixture of credit. and non-credit 
special interest courses are included in the 
division’s curriculum. Both day and 
evening sessions are held here on campus. 
Satellite campus are located in 
Newburyport and Lawrence. 

At the present time NECC offers over 75 
special interest courses, which vary from 
Belly Dancing to a course entitled Death 
and Dying. 

Northern Essex also offers five 
associate degree programs geared for 
part-time students and offered exclusively 
by the Division of Continuing Education 
and Community Services. ‘ 

Banking and Law Enforcement suit the 
needs of people already working in these 
fields who wish to improve their skills. An 
Evening Nursing Program is the only one 
of its kind in the area and has enjoyed 
great success thus far. 


The remaining two, Administrative 


. Assistant and Administrative Assistant 


with Educational Option Programs, are 
designed for people who wish to move into 
a more advanced section of the job area of 


_ which they are now employed. Both 


programs were brought about with special 
interest groups in the community in mind. 

' Northern Essex has no age limit for con- 
tinuing education students. Ages vary 
from high school to over 62 years old. All 


Accent, the Baie You ! 


: 15 Washington Street ‘ 
Haverhill 4 


students 62 years of age and older are en- 
titled to Gold Cards which enables the 
holders to tuition-free study at the college 
in any course offered providing space is 
available. 

Gold Cards give elders free use of all 
NECC facilities and admission to all 
college events at student rates. Over the 
past year better than 500 people have 
taken advantage of their Gold Cards to 
participate in courses. 


Vets 
Get 


Rai 
By TIM SULLIVAN 
President Ford signed Bill S. 969 into law 
October 15. The bill increased educational 
benefits by eight percent, and raised 
tutorial assistance to $65 per month with a 
maximum of $780. There are increased 
educational loans to $292 times the number 
of remaining entitlement months not to ex- 
ceed $1500 per year. It also extended the 
time a veteran can receive his benefit 
from 36 to 45. months, according to the 
Veterans Center. Veterans should receive 
their raise in the November checks. 


The new pay scale is as follows: eas 
Full-time Single 1 Dep. 2 Dep. Dep. 

(12creditsormore) 292 347 396 24 
34 time 

(9 credits) 219 260 297 18 
¥, time 

(6 credits) 146 174 198 12 


*Veterans will receive their first raise 
Nov. 1, 1976, the day before they go to the 


polls. 


The following special interest courses 
will begin November 1 and meet for eight 
consecutive weeks on days listed below. 

Monday: Macrame, Woodcarving, 
Leathercraft, Commercial Art, Conv. 
Spanish 2, Adv. Modern Greek, Intro. to 
Braille, Reality Orientation, Town/Urban 
Planning, Motorcycle Mechanics, Yoga- 
beginning, Yoga-adv. beginning. 

Tuesday: 5 string Banjo, Old Time 5 
string Banjo, Guitar, beginning and adv. 
beginning, C.B. Radio, A.B.C. Shorthand, 
Interior Decorating, Human Sexuality, 
Conv. Italian 2, Judo-adv. beginning, Tap 
Dancing, Belly Dancing, Ballet-beginning, 
Yoga-intermediate. 

Wednesday: Calligraphy, Magic, 
Silkscreening Card Workshop, Edible 
Plants, Self Hypnosis, Finan- 
cial/Investment Planning, Beginning 
Modern Greek, On Death and Dying, 
Meditation for Creative Living, Greek 
Dancing, Modern Dance, Classical Guitar. 

Thursday: Conv. French, Judo- 
beginning, Belly ‘Dancing, and on Satur- 
day, Watercolor. 

Brochures for these courses are 
available in the Continuing Education Of- 
fice. 

**_* * 

A champagne ball will be held in the 
campus College Center Saturday, Nov. 13. 
Champagne hour is 8 to 9 p.m. with dan- 
cing to 12:30 a.m. Dress is semi-formal, 
music by George Poor’s Basin Street Six. 
Tickets are available in the Public 
Relations Office, Room A-203, LRC. 

** * 

An opportunity to talk with Admissions 
and Financial Assistance Officers, faculty 
and students as well as tours of campus 
and facilities and a workshop exploring 
career fields for college grads is offered 
Tuesday, Nov. 2, at the George Sherman 
Boston University Union, 755 Common- 
wealth Avenue, Boston. 

* * * 

The Drop In Center will conduct its an- 
nual training program from Jan. 10-21, 
1977. Persons interested in counseling, per- 
sonal growth, leadership, development 
and training programs should contact the 
D.I.C. for more details. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Room 135, College Center, where 
lots of things are happening! 
Room 135 has college catalogs. 
It has information about careers. 
Viewing decks help you geta 
clearer picture of the career 
that is right for you. 
Room 135 has people to assist 
you as you use what is there. 


Room 135 holds transfer meetings on 
Tuesdays at 11:00 A.M. and Thursdays at 


1:30 P.M. 
Come tosee us! 


The advent of the cold weather 
brings on transportation crises of 
all sorts. Plan ahead by lining up 
an alternate ride to school/work. 
Pat Culver, Discovery counselor, 
has set up a HOT CAR LINE, 
listing potential transporters by 
towns. This notebook is always 
kept on Pat’s desk, along with a 
map of the Merrimac Valley. 

Pat has also set up a 
CHILD-CARE INDEX, listing 
babysitters and child-care centers, 
with a great deal of useful 
information about each provider, 
e.g., how early in the morning the 
sitter may be called, rates, ages of 
children accepted, etc. The Index 
is also to be found on Pat’s desk. 


Although originally set up for 
Discovery students, these helping 
networks are certainly available to 
any member of our _ school 
community. 


‘petition for January 


DATES OF IMPORTANCE: 
NOVEMBER 10 - Last day to drop 
a Fall course without penalty. The 
grade for all courses dropped after 
this date will be a WF. 


DECEMBER 22 - Last day to 
or June 
graduation. There will be NO 
COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
IN JANUARY. Diplomas will be 
distributed in the Registrar’s office 
or mailed upon request. 


Any student who has petitioned in 
the past but has not graduated, 
MUST re-petition. Your $15.00 fee 
will be credited. If you have any 
questions, please contact the 
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Registrar’s Office. 


The first mixer of the year is planned 


for Friday, November 19. 


Mr. Newsbrief 


Students from the American 
Federal Government classes con- 
ducted a poll at Northern Essex 
concerning the upcoming federal 
elections. 


The poll indicated that out of 176 
persons surveyed; Carter was the 
favorite candidate. Carter received 
69 votes; Ford, 42; and 56 persons 
selected others. 


The poll included 83 women and 89 
men; 129 persons were registered 
to vote and 52 persons were not. 


The poll indicated that the 
majority of students (71) were 
Democrats; 20 people were Re- 
pulicans; two people were Social- 
ists; none were Socialist workers; 
54 had no party affiliation. The 
referendum questions were polled 
as follows: 137 persons were for 
the E.R.A. with 38 persons 
against. 


The Hand Gun Control live vote 
was very close with 75 persons for 
the bill and 73 against. 


The Flat Rate Electric Rate drew 
negative response with 48 persons 
for the bill and 110 against. 


The issue concerning state control 
of the Production of electricity was 
favored by 32 persons with 132 
persons against. 


The Bottle Bill was favored by 81 
persons and opposed by 83 
persons. 


The issue concerning decrimi- 
nalization of Narcotics was favored 
by 69 persons and opposed by 79 
persons. 


Do you Know When 
To Register ? 


It's Time To Register Again! 


Early registration for returning 
students for the Spring Semester 
will take place as follows: 


CAREER PROGRAMS: All 
students in the Division of Allied 
Health, Human Services and 
Mathematics, Engineering and 
Technical Studies . will register 
with their Program Coordinators 
some time during the period: of 
November 15, 16, 17, 1976. 
Additional information will be 
forthcoming through them. 


DIVISION OF BUSINESS: 2 P.M., 
Campus Center Game Room - 
Office and Business Education 
(Secretarial) November 22; Food 
Service Management, Accounting 
& Business Transfer, November 
23; Business Management, No- 
vember 29. 


LIBERAL ARTS: 2 P.M., Campus 
Center Game Room - Last Names 
S-Z only, November 30; M-Z only, 
December 1; F-Z only, December 
2; A-Z only, December 3 


UNCLASSIFIED STUDENTS: 3 
P.M. Campus Center Game Room, 
December 3. 


POINTS OF INFORMATION: | 
Students who are unable to 
register on their assigned day may 
come on any scheduled registra- 
tion day FOLLOWING it. No 
students will be allowed to register 
at any time before their assigned 


day. Please do not 
exceptions. 


request 


Registration for all those who do 
not register during this period will 
be held in the College Cafeteria at 
9 A.M. on the following dates: 
January 12, 13, 14, 27 and 28. Full 
tuition will be due at all January 
registrations. 


The following students will NOT 
BE ELIGIBLE to register at early 
registration in November and 
December: 

Students not registered in the 
DAY program during the Fall of 
1976. 


Students who withdrew during the 
Fall of 1976. Both new students 
and those who have withdrawn 
must apply or re-apply for 
admission and register during 
January. 


CURRICULUM CHANGES: All 
curriculum changes must be 
submitted to the office of the Dean 
of Students. If this is not done, you 
will not be allowed to register with 
your new program without written 
permission from the Dean. Please 
bring your slip authorizing your 
curriculum change to registration 
with you. 


FINANCIAL AID: All new 
financial aid applications must be 
completed and submitted to Mike 
Kaplon, Director of Financial Aid, 
immediately. Since it takes 4 to 6 
weeks to process, we cannot 
guarantee that any request re- 


‘ceived at this time will be 


processed in time to cover your 
tuition at registration. Please plan 
accordingly. Students already on 
Financial Aid for this semester 
NEED NOT RE-APPLY. 


ACADEMIC ADVISING: It is 
strongly recommended that prior 
to. registration, each student 
contact their faculty advisior 
within their respective program 
for the purpose of consultation 
regarding your course selections. 
In this way you can be assured of a 
proper schedule and also greatly 


_ reduce the actual amount of time 


you will need to spend in the 
registration room. Registration 
forms and curriculum guides are 
available in the Registrar’s office. 
Please bring the completed form, 
signed by your advisor, to 
registration with you. 


TUITION PAYMENT: Due upon 
registration will be the following 
payments: Tuition Deposit - 35.00; 
Student. Activity fee - 17.50; 
Lab/Instructional Materials fee - 
1.00 per credit hour (not to exceed 
$17.00) 


POST GRADUATE ENROLL- 
MENT: All those planning to 
graduate in January many register 
to return for the Spring. You 
should be aware, however, that 
any sudden limitation on our 
enrollment would require us to 
cancel your registration in order to 
accomodate as many undergrad- 
uate students as possible. 


No registration will be accepted 
unless it is accompanied by the 
above or a financial aid award 
letter for the entire amount due. 
The balance of your tuition will be 
due by JANUARY 7, 1977. ANY 
STUDENT WHOSE TUITION IS 
NOT PAID OR CLEARED BY 
THAT DATE WILL HAVE 
THEIR REGISTRATION CAN- 
CELLED. 
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| Parts And Accessories 
For All Foreign Cars 


“No Car is Foreign To Us” 


142 Primrose St. 
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Distributor 


LUCAS BOSCH 
CASTROL CIBIE BAP/GEON 


ESSEX FOREIGN AUTO PARTS 


Haverhill, Mass. 
Tel. 373-9171 


15% Student Discount 
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MON - FRI 8 to 6 
SAT 9to4 


On Most Items |} 


~ Commentary..... 


Is the Faculty System 
: a Good Plan? 


By. Dan Hickey 


A proposal of a Student Advisory Council is under study 
now. According to the proposal, students would be randomly 
assigned toa faculty member. Each faculty member would be 
assigned 25 students to counsel. 

My question is what is this program going to offer that is not 
in a non-official effect now? As it stands, a student would be 
assigned to an instructor. Neither the student nor the in- 
structor having a choice. The student is to be counseled by 
said instructor. The instructor, through no fault of his own, 
couldn’t possibly build a relationship with every student on 
campus. A student has to relate, feel at ease, want to be ad- 
vised or discuss his future with a person. To be thrust upon 
someone you don’t know, maybe even dislike, would be a 
grave injustice to both parties concerned. 

Another point which makes this proposal even less 
desirable is that some curriculums on this campus involve 
more students than others. Take secretarial for example, a 40 
to 1 figure is involved here to other departments. A student in 
this case might be forced, due to the 40 to 1 ratio, to have a 
faculty member of a different department as a counselor. 
How could a faculty member from one department possibly 
affect the concern for another that is needed in counseling? 

A point must be brought up and stressed. There is a great 
number of excellent instructors on campus. Many would 
make good teacher/counselors. The fault doesn’t lie in them 
but in the fact that a student chooses his or her counselor ona 
personal preference. A student may relate better to one in- 
structor over another. A certain instructor may be more in- 
terested in a certain career program, whereas a student 
would be better advised to see him if he shares that interest. 

Currently on campus we have an open door policy with in- 
structors. This is a policy shared by all community colleges 
nationwide. By this policy, the students now are seeing and 
being advised by the instructors they choose. We have a 
career center in the college center with advisors there to help 
in career guidance. There is currently a proposal for a career 
guidance course. Why do we need to add a program such as 
the one in question to these already installed and pending 
programs? 

In its present state the proposal for an advisory committee 
is ridiculous. If we are to have an effective committee it must 
be voluntary. You cannot force a student or faculty member 
to be advised or give counselling. According to their contract 
the faculty must adhere. But who is to say the advice they 
give would be good, or in the best interest of the student 


“assigned”’ to him. The student who has avoided counseling 
before will not or even might resent the forced on effect the 


proposed program would inflict. 


Point, we have a fair to good counseling*system now on 
campus. It may well need improvements, but is this the 
method to improve it by? To coin an old adage, “forced 
religion stinks in the nostrils of God.’’ Would this not pertain 
to the program under consideration now? 

The program has in theory a good intention. But all points 
considered, wouldn’t it be more effective if it were set up ona 


voluntary basis? 


Student Council Needs Help 


Students have not had to be very 
perceptive to notice the lack of 
governmental and social activity 
on campus thus far this semester. 
There have been many reasons for 
this delay; some legitimate and 
some ridiculous. All have 
contributed to a general demoral- 
ization among students. 


The Student Council met un- 
officially for its first organizational 
meeting Wednesday, Oct. 13 
Working toward the challenging 
goal of catching up, fast action was 
taken in many areas. 

A legal committee was also set up 
under the direction of Peter Smith. 


A budget committee headed by 
David Michaud and Maureen 
Biggot was instituted in the task of 
allocating the student activity 
funds to the various clubs and 
organizations on campus. Help is 
needed and interested people, 
especially those with accounting 
experience, would be welcomed 
with open arms. 

Its duties will be to review*areas 
of legal disputes and to offer 
guidance to the council in these 
touchy matters. Help would be 
appreciated in this area for those 
interested. 


News..... 


Help For the Handicapped 


In preparation for the White 
House Conference on the handi- 
capped, the Mass Conference on 
Handicapped Individuals will be 
held at NECC on _ Saturday, 
November 6, from 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. 
in the gymnasium building on 
campus. The purpose of these 
conference activities, authorized 
by Public Law 93-516, is to 
stimulate an awareness of and 
sensitivity to the needs, problems, 
and issues of handicapped indivi- 
duals and to develop recommen- 
dations for legislative and admini- 
strative actions. 


President John R. Dimitry, of 
N.E.C.C., has expressed his 
appreciation of the honor accorded 
the College by Governor Michael 
E. Dukakis, in asking the college to 
host this conference. President 
Dimitry said this honor is 
recognition of the considerable 
efforts expended by many person- 
nel at the College toward making 
NECC a place where all persons in 
the Merrimack Valley might come 
to acquire the education needed for 
their fullest employment and 
personal development. Northern | 
Essex Community College’ has 
obtained grants totalling almost 
$200,000 for the purpose of making 
the entire campus barrier-free and 
accessible to all mobility-impaired 
people.Completion of this work is 
expected by June, 1976 


Coordinator of the College’s efforts 
for this Conference is Rubin 
Russell, who resides at Pleasant 
Valley Road, Amesbury, and is 
Director of the Northern Essex 
Community College Handicapped 
Students Office. Other local 
persons involved in the planning 
for this conference are Gregory 
Levis, Mass. Rehab. Commission, 
John McKinnon, Division of 
Employment Security and Richard 
Caretarola, of the Haverhill Hu- 
man Services Office. 


STUDENT 
ELECTION 


Church Stafford, Dean of Stu- 
dents, reported Monday, Novem- 
ber 1, that the election committee 
should proceed to fill the vacanies 
on the council occasioned by Joe 
St. Jean’s resignation and Frank 
Armstrong's disqualification. 


He also requested the election 
committee to proceed to conduct 
an election for the Student 
Academic Commissioner and the 
Student Academic Council repre- 
sentatives. 

The Dean reported that out of 25 
candidates nine responses in a pull 
of election candidates were receiv- 
ed. One requested a recount, but 
did not enclose a petition. Eight 
indicated that they did not desire a 
recount. Since the requirements 
for. a recount described in 
Stafford’s letter were not met, 
there will be no recount. 


Prof. Harold Rice, Chairman of the 
Election Committee, has indicated 
that the Council may continue to 
function until vacancies are filled. 
because the existing membership 
constitutes a quorum. 


QIOW) WAN... PE 


All persons with mental, physical _ 
or emotional handicaps, as well as _ 


those who provide services for or 
take care of the handicapped, are 
invited to attend this conference. 


Frozen Funds 
Chill . 
Drama Club 


Plans 


By ELAINE DePASQUALE 


Allocation of Student Activity Funds is — 
becoming a heated issue on campus. 
Money is being held back pending a 
reorganization of the Student Activity 
Fund accounting system. Many student 
groups are without funds, the Drama Club 
among them. Although Drama Club 
records indicate a balance from last year’s 
allocations, other NECCO sources say no _ 
money is available and, in fact, that the 
club is in debt. 5 

Drama Club students are determined , 
that bureaucratic red tape shall not force 
postponement of their first production. - 
The curtain will rise on ‘“Jux-— 
tapositioning”’ as planned at 8:00 p.m., 
Friday, November 12, and Saturday, 
November 13, with royalties and costumes r 
being paid for, in all likelihood, from the 
students’ own pockets. 

Plans for a group outing to attend a per 
formance of “The Royal Family” in | 
Boston at the wilbur Theater, and tomeet 
and talk with the cast which includes Eva a 
LeGalliene and Sam Levene didnotfareso 
well. They were cancelled for lack of 
money. # 

Drama Club officers have been told by 
Churchill Stafford, Dean of Students, that _ 
reorganization is underway and theentire __ 
matter should be resolved in a few weeks. 
In the meantime, however, many hopes — 
have been dashed and Drama Club stu- 
dents must tighten their own personal —_ 
belts and learn what they never expected 
to learn... how to become your own — 

producer. be Ss 
Editor:s Note: A plan for allocations has 
been announced. Best wishes. he 
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LETTER TO EDITOR: ‘ 
By CHARLES SIELICKI 


» . The main problem with nuclear reactors is that the en- 
vironments in which they are located are placed in danger of 
radioactive fallout. This is why people do not want reactors 
near their habitat. Yet the only way that radioactive fallout 
can occur is if the reactor’s cooling system breaks down. With 
such a breakdown, the fission reaction inside the reactor will 
generate enough heat to melt the entire power station, also 
causing radioactive fallout. 

In all power stations, however, there is a secondary system 
for cooling the reactor. This is why almost all reactors are 
located near a body of water. Water supplies the cooling 
medium. 

So far there have been no power station ‘“‘burnups”’ and the 
chances of the fission reaction getting out of hand are ex- 


tremely slim. Also the need for a cheaper energy source is . 


clearly apparent. This is why the Seabrook nuclear plant 
should be built. It can provide clean energy with no pollutants 


at a low cost. The risk that reaction may get out of control is - 


always there, but every time you step into your car, you’re 
taking your life in your hands. 
The Seabrook Nuclear Plant is worth the risk. 


The Tide Turns 


Quality of social life at NECC has been virtually non-existent. It is for this 
reason that eight people met in the social activity room on Monday, 
October 25 and attempted, with the aid of Chuck Lombardo, Director of 
Student Activities, to get the show on the road. They are organizing and 
effort to save the last half of the semester - and get a jump on the Spring 
semester..A mixer is planned for Friday, November 19, and will be the first 
full-tilt boogie thus far this Fall. 


There will be a multi-band benefit in the Gym on December 11 and proceeds 
will go to the Ken Eaton Fund. Ken Eaton is a NECC student who was injured 
severely on a field trip and the proceeds will help defray medical expenses. 


There will also be a super Christmas party before the semester is over and 
many movies as well. 


People interested in helping in the social well-being of the college should 
attend the next social activity meeting and share their ideas and energy for 
an improved atmosphere on campus. Meetings are posted outside the 
social committee room, 153, in the College Center. The good news is simply 


that there is any news at all! The students will rece ive from NECC what they 


contribute. If more people strive to make positive changes and are not 


_ afraid to become involved, then life at NECC will improve for all. Students 
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To The Editor: 


must take it upon themselves to care. They must donate their ideas, energy 
and time and stem the ebb tide at NORTHERN ESSEX. 


u John Lambert 


Members of the Student Council: Standing [LEFT TO RIGHT| john Silvaria, Bob 
Dalwet, John Lambert, Mike Driscoll, Peter Smith, and Bob Lewis. Sitting [left to 
right] Clyde Goulet, Dave Michaud, Maureen Biggart. Mark Chosse and Roy 
Hanard. Mark Chosse has been filling a spot temporarily. 


rather than casting an irresponsible vote 
for a freshman they know absolutely 


A Response by MARK CHOSSE : f 
= nothing about. Likewise, freshmen vote 


In reference to last issue’s editorials on 


= student elections, it was stated by.a rather 
; irate student that it seemed an act of 


2 


4 


c. 


apathy and irresponsibility that freshmen 
_ be allowed to vote only for freshmen and 
seniors only for seniors. An explanation 
seem en, apparently necessary. If 


anyone took the initiative to think in a 
_ Jogical manner, the reason: is obvious: 


seniors are aware of what’s happening on 


the campus and have at least some 


knowledge of senior candidates’ 


_ backgrounds. They vote for these people, 


rc 
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only for freshmen, for there is a greater 
possibility of voting for a friend or 
acquaintance — someone’ they may 
already know, instead of nonchalantly put- 
ting a check in any obscure space and 
taking their chances. The complaint of the 
student therefore should be considered 
totally irresponsible. If he/she merely took 
the time to think there surely would have 
been no reason to complain, for no com- 
plaint would exist. 
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Four Seasons 


By BOB MINOTT 


Fall, a time of change. A time when we don’t want to let go 


of the joyful thoughts of summer. The oak, maple and birch 
shed their leaves of marvelous color and, like people brace 
themselves against the coming snow. 

The wind is blustery and the night air crisp. Innertubes and 
swim trunks are put away while your ice skates get sharpened 


-and skis waxed to a dazzling shine. 


New England is the land of seasons. Each one heightened to 
its fullest climax. Enjoyed by everyone who knows how to 
take advantage of its offering. Swimming, hiking and camp- 
ing the summer. Harvets and festivals in fall. Winter brings 
skiers to the slopes and skaters to the ponds. Spring an- 
nounces a new awakening of the world to all who wish to view 
it. 


White, fluffy, cold and fun. Winter has a beauty all its own. | 


Snow piled upon every branch of a tree creating a picturesque 
winter wonderland. Winter is the purification of the world, 
white, clean and innocent. The air is pure and invigorating, it 
makes a body feel new and proud to bea part of it. 

Feelings of excitement when your team wins an ice hockey 
game or the lone skier who climbs the mountain to shun him 
from her virgin slopes. Moods of tranquility and love as 
families gather to sing hymns around the Yule at Christ- 
mastime. Who could ask for anything more? 

In our earth’s cleansing a new world comes forth to live a 
new life. Spring is this new life and every squirrel, robin and 
human knows it! Amongst our woodland critters families are 
started, the robin cleans out last year’s nest and we begin our 
outdoor activities as though they had never ceased. 

The countryside becomes filled with color as apple trees 
blossom, wild flowers bloom and the fields become green and 
lush. The air warms up and bicycling or jogging isn’t such a 
chilling experience in the morning. 

Tennis, boating; swimming, baseball, camping, cookouts or 
just enjoying yourself. There’re;. tee-marmy-to list. Somehow 
though summer isn’t long enough for us to get around and do 
everything. Blue skies, fair weather and sunny beaches make 
you feel energetic already. Summer is the most active season 
of them all and its activities engulf a greater amount of 
people. 

We often say how nice it would be if summer were to stay 
forever. But what would it be like without the colors of fall, 
winter’s whiteness or the rebirth of an old world like our own? 


The Observer Staff 


The Observer is a product of students at - 
NECC and is published once every two 
weeks when school is in |. session. 
Opinions and views expressed in this 


to the newspaper. Leave all comments 
and articles in a box marked “RA 

outside the n office downstairs 
in the Student Activities building. All 


paper aren't necessarily those of the are weleome to attend newspaper 
meetings. Times and dates are posted 
outside the newspaper office. We need 
suggestions and concerned people to join 
our staff. You don’t need to be just a 
writer to help in the publication of the 
Observer. 


newspaper staff, administration, student 
council, or faculty. Our concern is only to 
report and mirror the thoughts of 
students attending NECC. We _ en- 
courage any criticisms or contributions 


Editors: Debbie Genovese and Kevin Sawyer 

Advertising Manager: Bill LaCroix 

Business Manager: Janice Goudreauet 

Photographers: Bryan Eaton, Dan Hickey, 

and John Lambert 

Sports Editor: Doug Gieryn 

Artist? “Chris Coljins 

Reporters and Lay-out Staff: Mark Alar- 
tosky, Mike DeAngelo, Kathy Hegar, Jim 
MacLaughlin, Norm Baratelli, Chris Col- 
lins, Ginger Camp, Frank Jarek, Mark 
Chosse, Richard Gilchrist, Kasha Gallant, 
Maciek Gazewsky, Cathy Coburn, Patricia 
Collins, Libby Francisco, Bruce Gould- 
thorpe, Bob Minott, Dan Murphy, Joe 
parker, Steve Rajotte, Frank Sapienti, 
Charles Sielicki, Paul Sanborn, Elaine 
dePasquale, and John Lambert. 

Advisors: Frank Leary, Betty Arnold, 

Sheila Krim, Caryl Taylor 
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KEVIN SAWYER 


The Perfect Crime 


The Perfect Crime. Has it ever existed? 
Will it ever exist? These questions are the 
ones most often debated 
criminologists and criminals. The 
criminal seeks to commit it while the 
criminologist quests to prevent it. If the 
question ever arises and the chance for an 
answer presents itself, one would be wise 
to take into consideration the following. 

In order for a criminologist to solve a 
crime, he or she must answer the following 
questions: how the crime was committed, 
why the crime was committed, and who 
committed the crime. If all three of these 
questions remain unanswered, The Per- 
fect Crime has been accomplished. 

On New Year’s Day in the year 1963, two 
bodies were discovered in a lover’s lane by 
the Lane Cone River in Sydney Australia. 
The bodies were identified as Dr. Stanley 
Bogle, Australia’s leading research 
physicist and his girl friend. Both were 
found in the doctor’s car. They were par- 
tially undressed and covered with 
newspapers. 

The local police were completely baf- 
fled. They enlisted the aid of the F.B.I. and 
Interpol. Both of these crime fighting 
organizations were equally mystified yet 
the investigation into the murder con- 
tinues. 

What is unique about this murder is the 
fact that all of these organizations have 
failed to come up with answers as to how 
they were killed, why they were killed, and 
who killed them. This is the only time in 
the history of Criminology that all three of 
these questions have remained unan- 
swered or without any sort of clue to assist 
in finding the answers. 

If the definition of a perfect crime is the 
failure to answer the vital questions of 
how, why and who then perhaps the mur- 
der of Dr. Bogle and his girl friend was The 
Perfect Crime. 

Perhaps. 

~* * 

Curious Quickies — 

— Pope Clemente VII was an illegitimate 
child, 

— On the back of a US. dollar bill, the 
glowing eye atop the pyramid represents 
an all-seeing deity. 

— Abraham Lincoln never wore a beard 
until he was 51 years 


Photography 
Club Is One of 
Oldest on 

CAMPUS pranksanex 


The NECC Photography Club has much 
to offer for those with an interest in any 
aspect of photography. 

Prof. Robert Paul, instructor of the club, 
teaches its members in an informal man- 
ner the procedures in photography. These 
procedures include use of the camera, 
darkroom and laboratory processes for 
film development and print making. 

The club has a mixture of those in- 

terested in photography. It includes some 
students enrolled in Paul’s courses, but 
mostly others who want to develop their 
skills and discuss their ideas about the 
hobby. 
“The photography club is one of the 
oldest clubs in continuous existence,”’ says 
Mr. Paul. The club started in the 
Greenleaf School, moved to the old 
Haverhill High School, and is now at its 
present location in E Building at NECC. 

Unlike the courses offered in 
photography, the club which averages 25 
members, has varied thrusts and interests 
and elects officers. 

Although the club has not yet decided 
just how often to meet, posters will be 
placed throughout the school to inform 
members and prospective new members, 
who are always welcome, of time and 
place for future meetings. 


among . 


old. 


Eaton 
Story 


) By Kenneth’s brother 


Courageous is the word that describes 
my brother but it’s a word that doesn’t 
describe enough his thoughtfulness for 
others. 

Kenney,a student at Northern Essex,was 
involved in a car accident on October 7, 
1976 while returning from a Biology field 
trip in North Andover. Upon collision his 
car was cut in two leaving Ken un- 
conscious in the vehicle for twenty minutes 
before the police arrived. He was then 
taken to Lawrence General Hospital where 
he has been in intensive care ever since. 

Ken suffered a broken neck, five broken 
vertebras and a concussion which 
paralyzed him from the chest down. 

The doctors told Ken he would never be 
able to move his hands and legs again, and 
with an engagement to be married two 
weeks away how would you picture him? 
As being miserable, low, depressed, or 
ready to throw in the towel with self 
pity..... : 

Well you’re wrong, Kenney is a fighter. 
He’s someone who won’t go down without a 
battle, and right now he’s in a battle for his 
life. : 

Now among all this havoc with his future 
in doubt, Kenney still gives time to help 
other people. For instance you can go in 
and talk to Kenney and ask how he feels 
and right away he will turn the con- 
versation around and he wi!l ask you how 
you feel and he can help you with any 
problem you have. 

He also wanted to be moved to the 
Newburyport Hospital to be closer to his 
family and friends so they wouldn’t have to 
travel far tosee him. 

After awhile when visiting hours are 
over he will thank you for coming with a 
tone that sounds like you went too far out of 
your way tosee him. 

Things like this set:. Kenney apart from 
other people and I think if you put yourself 
in his place even for just a minute you will 
sge yourself different. 

This story was written by Kenneth 
Eaton’s younger brother. The President of 
Northern Essex has given his OK, for a 
fund raising event to be held within the 
college, such as a concert or the like, the 
proceeds going solely to Keuney and his 
family to aid in the support of the many in- 
tense operations Kenney is going through, 
as well as the ones he will need. ~ 


Come to the multi-band benefit at 
the Gym on December 11. Proceeds 
will go to the Ken Eaton Fund. Ken is 
a NECC student who was seriously 
injured in an automobile accident. 


Bookstore Staff. [left to right] Jean Carbone, 
Susan Buckley, Ronald Ellis and Bert Ramgren 


Bible Club 
Offers 
Fellowship 


By CATHY COBURN 
Northern Essex has a Bible Club which 
is a fellowship of students and faculty who 
center their lives around Jesus Christ. 
The club offers a study of the Bible, 
people counseling people, people sharing 


experiences’ and learning about one 


another. 

The members sing and pray and talk 
with each other, listen to each other, and 
share life with each other. 

All denominations are welcome. Ad- 
visors are Prof. Jim Gustafson and Prof. 
Walter Drescher. Meetings are on Wed- 
nesday mornings. 


Interview with 
Mrs. Sellers 


By MARK ALARTORSKY 

Among the many interesting faculty 
members here at Northern Essex is Usha 
Sellers Of the Discovery Program. Usha 
was born in New Dehli, located in the Pun- 
jab region of Northwest India. She lived in 
India for sixteen years and moved to the 
United States in 1953 to pursue her 
education. 

Usha often returns to India to visit her 
relatives, but her home now is in Reading, 
Massachusetts. She met her husband here 
in the United States and she has four 
children. 

Usha’s brother graduated from Tufts 
University’s dental school and recom- 
mended the Boston area as a fine place to 
obtain a formal education. 

Mrs. Sellers graduated from Tufts 
University majoring in sociology and an- 
thropology. She earned her master’s 
degree also at Tufts. 

When asked how she liked working here 
at Northern Essex she said, “I like the 
school very much. I enjoy the students and 
I like the people who I assgciate with.” 
Usha has been at Northern Essex for six 
years. 

Besides her three years in the Discovery 
Program, she has taught behavioral scien- 
ces and courses on prehistoric man. / 

Usha’s specific job in the Discovery 
Program is to assist students who have 
been out of school for a year or two and are 
finding it difficult to adjust. Usha com- 
ments that,’ The Discovery program 
provides each student with his or her own 
advisor. The student feels free to discuss 
any problems with his advisor and the 
students are also provided tutorial sup- 
port. They learn through in- 
dividualization.”’ 

Usha Sellers then compared educational 
systems in India with the ones in this coun- 
try. She graduated from high school in In- 
dia and had ‘some comments on the 
educational differences. 

Public education is far more rigorous 
and disciplined in India. Subjects are 
harder and more is expected of you. 
Education is strictly academic and there 
are very few extra curricular activities. 
School is conducted from eight in the mor- 
ning until four in the afternoon.”’ 

Usha is presently finishing her Doc- 
torate program at Boston University. She 
plans to continue at Northern Essex and 
improve her already impressive academic 
background. 


Visit 
By JOSEPH PARKER 

Could you work with over 200,000 books? 
Bert Ramgren does. He is the new NECCO 
Bookstore manager, having replaced Bill 
Budnick last June. 

Bert, a 26 year old Haverhill (soon to be 
Seabrook) resident, has a lot more in- 
formation which may surprise you. 

‘Publishers, not the bookstore, set text- 
book prices and NECCO textbooks are ac- 
tually marked down five percent of the 
regular retail value,’’ says Ramgren. 

Most people are not familiar with the or- 
dering system used by the bookstore. 
Basically, the procedure is as follows: 
Teachers order books to be used in their 
classes from the bookstore, which orders 
the books from the publishers.. The 
publishers (over 200) send the books to the 
‘store for distribution. Easy? Not at all! 
Many problems can arise. 

Professors who are late in handing their 
orders in are not put on the master or- 
dering list, causing delays. 

Publishers, because of the number of 
schools ordering books, frequently have 
backups in filling orders. 

Some books, either of stock or out of 
print, cause professors to either change 
titles or wait for the ordered material to 
arrive. Another time problem. 

Unexpected problems, such as this 
year’s United Parcel Service strike, cause 


complications in deliveries and 
distribution. 
Excuses? No — just a few of the 


problems that confront Bert and his 
bookstore staff. 
Helping Bert with the operation and 


' problems of the store are Ron Eljis and 


Susan Buckley. Ron has been the 
assistant-manager since last January 
while Susan has been working at the store 
for over two years, helping with paper- 


Vigilante, 
city style — judge, jury, 
and executioner. 


A Paramount Release 


DINO DE LAURENTIIS Presents 


BRONSON 


0a MICHAEL WINNER fim 


_ “DEATH WISH” 


COLLEGE CENTER LOUNGE 


Wed. Nov.10 — 11a.m. 


WOMEN'S CENTER 
NEWS 


The Potluck Supper sponsored by the 
Women’s Center on October 21 in the 
College Cafeteria was successful ‘in 
bringing together one hundred or more 
people to each other’s food and thought. 
Ideas switched hands as a smorgasbord of 
homemade cookery filled empty 
stomachs’ food for thought. 

The purpose of the gathering was to 
bring people closer in an attempt to- 
familiarize each other with the Center, the 
people who work and train there, and the 
services offered. The Center provides rape 
counseling and hopefully will have a per- 
manent hot-line number. Student Activity 
funds have been withheld for this service 
because it is community oriented. 

“Be yourself’? is the theme at the 
Women’s Center and you are invited to 
drop by and rap. 


Walden Pond 


By KASHA GALLANT 


Walden Pond is located in Concord, 
Mass. and it’s a beautiful place to visit ona 
weekend afternoon. Henry David Thoreau 
made Waldon famous by building a small 
cabin on the water bank and he lived there 
to communicate with nature throughout its 
seasons. He believed in man’s rights to 
step to his own drummer no matter how 
distant or far away. He enjoyed the basic 
beauties of life. 

Walden Pond has many aspects of 
beauty. In the fall you can go and take a 
hike or jog around the pond with the sound 
of rustling leaves beneath your feet or sit 
and meditate and watch the lengthening 
shadows across the surface of the pond. 
Lovers enjoy the serenity of Walden; 
children enjoy the climbing of hills and 
throwing of stones into the pond, and even 
dogs love to run free there. 

In the summer the crowds are at Walden 
but at this time of year you have a feeling 
of peaceful tranquility. . 

Before the snows come, give yourself a 
treat, go to Walden and find Peace. 


In September and October, Walden is a 
perfect forest mirror, set round with 
stones as precious to my eye as if few or 
rarer. Nothing so fair, so pure, and at the 
same time so large, as a lake perchance 
lessen the surface of the earth. 

: Henry David Thoreau 


work and adding a touch of beauty to the 
surroundings. 

The NECCO bookstore is one of eleven 
operated in Massachusetts and New York 
by Kingsborough Bookstores, Inc. of 
Bronx, New York. 

Bert and his staff would like to get to 
know the students of the college personally 
and help them with any problems in ob- — 
taining books. pa : 

Stop in today and browse among the 
books, posters, clothes, candy, magazines 
and supplies. There’s something in the 
bookstore for everyone! uf “i 
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_ Students Enjoy 


‘New Kind 
of 


Exercise Class 


By LIBERATO FRANCISCO 


A physical conditioning co-ed course is 
now being offered here at NECC. 

Three days a week for 45 minutes, Jack 
Hesse is in charge of a very different type 


_ of exercise class. It is held in the gym and 
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is open to all students. However, those 
students in law-enforcement must take the 
course. 

Presently there are 73 enrolled students. 
Seventy percent are into physical con- 
ditioning because it’s required; thirty per- 
cent are taking the course for their own 
benefit. Hesse is surprised that eight of his 
students are over 30. 

‘Students are given a pre-test called the 
Physical Motor Fitness test. Thousands of 
other college freshmen have taken the 
test, and a standard scale has been derived 
from the average of their scores. 

The class consists of six broad 
categories. Each is designed to work on 
different muscle groups in the body. 

1. The student is required to do as 
many chin-ups as possible. 

2. He is to do as many sit-ups as 
possible within two minutes. 

3. Each student does two broad jumps. 
He is then measured individually. 

4. All students do one minute of 
pushups. 

5. A cardiovascular endurance test is 
given. In this test the students run in 
place for two minutes, and at the end 
of the running they hold their breath. 

6. The last thing is a 12 minute race, in 

_ which you are to run as far as 
possible. At the end of the run, 
progress is measured and recorded. 

“The students are not just exercising for 
the sake of it, but instead are being 
measured according to their individual 
progress,” said Hesse. He also said that 
everything in class is measured and 
recorded. 

Besides using the Royal Canadian Air 

- Force Exercise Plan for Physical Fitness 
text, eleven different stations are set up, 

*each with a different exercise designed to 
work on a particular part of the body. This 
is called the ‘“‘circuit course.”’ Students are 
required to run it twice in two minutes. 
Also on Fridays students run two miles 
and records are kept accordingly. 

Hesse says, “‘The women are trying very 
hard; in fact, two of them are beating 

some of the men in the two mile run.” 

_ Hesse concluded by saying that ‘the 
_ students are making the best effort I’ve 
ever seen.” , fs 
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Sports: 


Exercise in the Gym 


Flag Football 


By STEVE RAJOTTE 


Northern Essex Flag Football is right in 
the swing of things as the season heads for 
November. The locals have broken the tie 
for first with the Giants and remain the 
only undefeated team. 

The Giants and Stingers are now in a 
neck and neck battle for second place, 
each with 3 and 1 records. Gieryn’s team 
and the Green Machine are tooth and nail 
for the fourth and final playoff spot. 

The Columbians, Individuals and 
Steweys round out the standings. Steweys 
is the only team so far without a victory. 
Something has to give for these three clubs 
with the playoffs just around the corner. 


Standings as of Oct. 26 ’ 


Team W 
Locals 

Giants 

Stingers 
Giergyn’s Team 
Green Machine 
Columbians 
Individuals 
Steweys 
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Intramural 


Tennis 


By DOUG GIERYN 


An intramural tennis tournament is 
currently being held at N.E.C.C. Com- 
petition started on September 29, during 
activity hours, with 21 men entering the 
tournament. 

The tournament was designed for 
women as well as men, but there was little 
interest on the women’s behalf. 

David Brown, a former student teacher 
at N.E.C.C., now currently a physical 
director at the Y.M.C.A. in Newburyport, 
is in charge of the tournament. In the 
future he will be helping with other in- 
tramural contests. 

The results in so far are from the quar- 
terfinals on October 6. The semifinals and 
finals will be printed in the next Observer 
edition. These are the October 6 results: 

Mark Lussier vs. Cliff Lawrence 6-3, 7-6 

Liberato Francisco vs. John Rossop 6-3, 
2-6, 7-5 

Mike Dabrowatski vs. John Rachel 6-3, 


6-4 
Chuck Kindred vs. Felix Vasconez 6-0, 6- 
2 . a 


Sports Council 


By DOUG GIERYN 


A newly formed Sports Council met Wed- 
nesday, October 27, at 11:15. Carl Beal, the 
director of the committee, was present to 
give the council guidance in its respon- 
sibility to the student body. 

The Council was formed in hopes of get- 
ting the student body to show where its in- 
terests lie in intramurals, club sports, 
recreation activities, and varsity sports. 
The Council is planning a series of 
questionnaires to be distributed around the 
campus to let the students show how they 
feel. 

The members of the Council are volun- 
teers with a wide variety of interests in 
athletics. The members are Pam Aldro, 
Steve Bedrosian, Frank Dawson, Craig 
Fram, John Giannetto, Paul Paulos, and 
John Prisco. In addition to these members 
there will be a representative from the 
Student Council to sit in on the meetings. 

It is hoped that the Sports Council’s 
ideas will then be reviewed at Student 
Council meetings. In order for this Sports 
Council to work properly, the student body 
must come forward and express its ideas 
and opinions. Students are also welcome at 
the Sports Council meetings every Wed- 
nesday at 11 a.m. 


Outing Club 


By TIM SULLIVAN 


Outdoors people: If you want to meet 
people like yourselt come to tne gym Wed- 
nesday Nov. 3 in front of the equipment 
room at 12:00. 

The newly formed Outing Club has just 
been recognized by the student council and 
needs interested students to help organize 
club activities. The activities include: 
camping, hiking, rock climbing, sailing, 
cross country skiing and parachuting. 


ROCK 
CLIMBING 


By JOHN LAMBERT 


David Antaya’s rock climbing class 
has terminated after eight weeks 
of very fine experiences and 
memories. The group journeyed to 
Quincy Quarries on Sunday, 
October 17 for a full day of very 
exciting climbing. The students 
were challenged by the rock 
constantly - to eighty feet. 


Safety was always the most 
important factor helping some- 
what to alleviate the instinctive 
fear of falling. 


The last class was spent rappeling 
off the roof of the “C” building. 
This was the most intense thing 
done by the class in the eight week 
session. The people stood on the 
edge of the wall with heels hanging 
over and depending solely on the 
ropes fell backward for the rush of 
their lives. Once the rope had 
stopped stretching they found 
themselves a few feet below the 
wall parallel to the ground. From 
this point the rappelers walked 
down the fifty-five (55) foot wall by 
letting the rope slowly slip through 
their right hands. The class prides 
itself on being the first at NECC to 
actually walk down any walls and 
the second class to literally climb 
walls. Of course, we are not 
counting the instructors who climb 
the walls every day without 
recognition. 


Hockey is in Trouble 


By STEVE RAJOTTE 


Let’s get away from the sports scene at 
NECC for just a moment, and look at 
professional hockey as it stands now. 
Hockey is slowly going downhill. 

If it isn’t prices of tickets it’s expansion. 
Many teams have raised their prices so 
that people cannot afford to attend the 
games. The ‘Bruins’ tickets have jumped 
up $2 and Toronto Maple Leaf tickets have 
gone up $1.50. These higher prices have 
made the top seat in the house $11 in most 
cases. 


Photo by John Lambert. Climbing the Rocks Looks Easier than it is. Quincy i 


Quarries. — 


What used to be a 15,000 sellout crowd for 
the Canadiens now turns out to be about 
12,000.....and Number 4 no longer directs 
traffic at BostonBlueLine. 

Expansion only weakens the situation. 
The California Golden Seals and Kansas 
City Scouts each have filed bankruptcy, 
and are now the Cleveland Barons and the 
Colorado Rockies. They only pull an at- 
tendance of about 9,000 a game. 

To break even, N.H.L. Clubs must draw 
at least 14,000 a game. The League can ex- 
pect rough ice ahead. 
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Learning Lab Staff 


By PATRICIA COLLINS 


Nancy McLaughlin is the newest ad- 
dition to the staff of the Reading and 
Writing Lab. She began her duties on Oc- 
tober 11 as a full-time Math Lab instructor. 
Nancy received her B.A. in education and 
psychology from Barrington College in 
Barrington, Rhode Island, and went on to 
get her M.Ed. at Northeastern University. 

Nancy will provide remedial assistance 
for students in Liberal Arts Math I who are 
using the AR and Lee modules, Algebra I 
and Algebra II review option courses, and 
Liberal Arts Math I and II work. She will 
also give basic arithmetic instruction for 
anyone wishing assistance. 

She hopes to develop a new curriculum 
of materials to help supplement the basic 

* math module program and algebra review 
classes. She plans to review and evaluate 
present materials on the market and 
recommend them for lab use. The Math 
Lab instructor will participate in both the 
math department meetings .and the 
meetings of the Division of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences. 

Nancy acts as a liaison between the 
Learning Lab and Dale Midgley, the 
Chairman of the Division. of Develop- 
mental Services, Programs, Learning Re- 
sources, and Design, by helping to channel 
the direct needs and ideas of the lab 


Ruhl 


icontinued from page 1] 


Dean Ruhl feels that the community 
college plays a very important role not 
only to students just out of high school, 
but also to the adults of the 
communities. He said, “'Ve have 
obtained an outstanding reiationship 
with adults in the area. Adults have 
been forgotten for too long by 
institutions; they are the ones who pay 
allthe taxes. One of the major missions 
of a community college is to relate to 
and help adults realize their full 
worth.....learning is a lifelong process.” 
There are now 5,000 adults going to 

_ Northern Essex days and nights. 

Dean Ruhl commented on the new 
Student Advisory System by saying, 
“We will soon have students assigned to 
a faculty member to confer with if they 
have problems and questions dealing 
with courses, programs, registration, 
jobs and transfer.” 

Courses have been changing since the 
beginning of Northern Essex. Dean 
Ruhl said, “When Northern Essex 
started in 1962 the majority of students 
were enrolled in Liberal Arts. Lately, 
career programs have been on the 
increase.” 

He emphasizes that Liberal Arts and 
career education should compliment 
each other. Training in Liberal arts 
courses should be imaginative and 
creative. Dean Ruhl said, “If Northern 
Essex is to continue to be an excellent 
educational institution the two should 
have a good balance.” 

Some of the latest courses in career 
planning are Gerontology (field of 
aging), Law Enforcement and Fire 
Science - all of which have “great 
potential.” Dean Ruhl states, “We have 
good programs in Allied Health. 
Northern Essex was one of the first 
colleges in the U.S. to offer a course on 
nursing homes.” One of the reasons for 
the success of the many programs 
offered is because of an "outstanding, 
remarkably fine faculty. More attention 
should be paid to the excellent faculty at 
Northern Essex because that’s what 
makes a college.” 

Dean Ruhl concluded, “I hope our 
students have an appreciation of what a 
marvelous institution a community 
college is and they are proud to be a 
part of the cutting edge of education in 
the twentieth century.” 


through the Discovery Director. She hopes 
to provide an open line of communication 
between the Learning Lab faculty, math 
faculty, and the Division Chairmen. 

Ms. McLaughlin will help plan lab ser- 
vices and review operating procedures. 
She will periodically evaluate the overall 
effectiveness of the Math Lab as an in- 
tregal part of the Learning Lab and as a 
part of the Division itself. She is hopeful 
that in the future, students will be able-to 
receive credit for work done in the Math 
Lab. 

~ Nancy will try to become familiar with 
the reading and writing materials in the 
lab in order to offer assistance to students 
in those areas in the event other lab faculty 


/ are absent. It is hoped that the math 


program can be integrated with the 
reading and writing disciplines so that 
short range as well as long range ob- 
jectives of the Learning Lab may be 
realized. 

Nancy is available in the lab (C-211) 
Monday through Wednesday from 8:00 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. On Thursdays she will 
be on hand from 8:30 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
Her hours on Fridays are from 8:00 a.m. 
until 2:30 p.m. She will also be available on 
alternating Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon. 


Ms McLaughlin tutors 
Math in the Learning Lab 


EATING PORCUPINE OR 
HOW TO SURVIVE 
IN ALASKA 


By GINGER CAMP 


If you ever find yourself face to face with 
a raging, snorting bull moose, don’t just 
stand there, RUN as if there is no 
tomorrow. John DeLeo found himself in 
this situation, but fortunately he was 
rescued by some men who were riding by 
ina jeep. 

John DeLeo is the Coordinator of Protec- 
tive Services, a new program at Northern 
Essex. The program includes the Law En- 
forcement program and will incorporate 
fire protection and safety technology and a 
security option. * 

A graduate of West Point, DeLeo came 
to Haverhill after his discharge from the 
Army, and graduated from Northeastern 
University. He is married and has a four- 
year old daughter named Kim. 

His experiences in Alaska-where he was 
chased by a moose — occurred while he 
was in the service and attending the 
University of Alaska. 

Asked about the winters there as com- 
pared to New England, he said, ‘‘The tem- 
perature never gets above freezing from 
November through February.” During the 
winter months, daylight is between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. DeLeo said that he went to work 
in the dark and came home in the dark. 


Summertime in Alaska is much like © 


summer anywhere else. A typical summer 
day is in the 60’s, but in Anchorage, close 
to the interior of Alaska, it’s much hotter, 
in the 80’s and 90’s and the sun never sets. 

Mr. DeLeo has camped out on glaciers, 
and eaten bear, sheep, goat and reindeer. 
Once, while on maneuvers, he ate por- 
cupine cooked with lard and 
whiskey...This can be survival food, and 
according to DeLeo, quite tasty, but 
stringy. 

There is abundant wildlife in Alaska, 
including bald eagles, buffalo, moose, 
caribou, bear, sea otters, and walrus. 

DeLeo once ran a wildlife museum at Fort 
Richardson in Alaska. The museum 
displayed the only albino caribou in the 
world and a glacier blue bear, so called 


Assistant reg istrar ene 


_ By FRANK SAPIENTI 

The newly created position of assistant 
registrar at NECC has been filled by Allen 
A. Felisberto, a former assistant registrar 
at Bristol Community College in Fall 
River, Massachusetts. Felisberto will 
work with the college’s Registrar. 

Felisberto has held positions for the last 
three and one-half years at Bristol Com- 
munity College ranging from Director of 


Student Activities to Coordinator of Handi-. 


capped Services. He has also served as a 
counselor in addition to his experience as 
an assistant registrar. Duties will include 
the management of registration for 
Division of Continuing Education students 
and handicapped Day Division students 
and the management of registrar office 
personnel. 


New Assistant Registrar - Alan Felisberto 


John DelLeo, Tells about Life in Alaska 


because the fur has a blue tint. The 
museum was on the itinerary of VIPs, 
including heads-of-state. 


Moose are prevalent in Alaska and 
sometimes can be found along the high- 
ways and even in the backyards. Some 
believe that moose are hypnotized by car 
lights, but they will chase cars. 
Volkswagens seem to be their favorite 
vehicles. 

If after a moose count has determined 
that a certain number of moose will die of 
starvation, a moose hunt is conducted, One 
moose can provide enough meat for the en- 
tire winter. 

Contrary to public belief, Eskimos do not 
inhabit igloos. Eskimos in the tundra live 
in wooden shacks, and dislike to get up in 
the mornings. They still ice fish, but use 
snowmobiles instead of dog sleds. 

Eskimos also indulge in wife-swapping, 
an accepted part of their culture. DeLeo 
says that he was offered an Eskimo wife 
but politely refused. One has to be careful 
in refusing the offer of a wife, as the 
Eskimo can take the refusal as an insult. 


Noserubbing can be an atlectionate way 


of keeping a couple’s faces warm, 


Pa 


- Assistant Registrar Felisberto hopes to 
assist in modernizing registration 
procedures in order to serve students in a 
more convenient manner. — 

Felisberto holds several academic 
degrees, including an associates degree 
from Bristol Community College (1968) 
and a bachelor of science degree from the 
University of Massachusetts at Boston 
(1973). He received a master of arts 
degree in Adult and Continuing Education 
at the University of Rhode Island last 
June. Felisberto is a veteran, having ser- 
ved three years in the army including one. 
year in Vietnam. : 

After settling down to his new job, 
Felisberto hopes to get involved in various 
student affairs. He would like to be an ad- 
visor to the student council, school 
newspaper, or other activities. During his 
administrative days at Bristol, Felisberto 
served as a faculty advisor for the achoot 
newspaper. 

Felisberto feels that administrators 
should involve themselves in student ac- 

"tivities on the college campus. ‘It is im- 
portant for all administrators to get in- 
volved with students to maintain mutual 
respect, awareness, resources, and 
receive direct feedback,’’ he commented. 


Dr. Spurk 


[continued from page 1) 


going on politically, sociologically 
and economically in this whole 
region. 


He believes that education should 
add to life so that one may find — 
more joy in living. He commented, 

“That is my job as I see it, helping 
to provide an atmosphere of joy 4 
here at Northern Essex.” 


“Northern Essex is not self-con- 

tained nor is it a place where 

people spend much time. As much 

as we can, we ought to open to the 

community.....and our own com- 

mon welfare is a result of this — 
cooperation.” 


“As the Assistant Dean, John 
Spurk has much catch-up work 
since the position has been vacant — 
for a year: There are several 
projects he is working on now; 
among them is the fashioning of a 
new college catalogue. : 


It is refreshing to know that a man 
like John Spurk, after years as 
Chairperson ‘of the Division of 
Liberal Arts, may now bring his — 
scholarship and talents to the 
whole college community. 


The Alaskan has a holiday week i in win- 
ter called Fur Rendezvous. It’s a tradition _ 
that started when trappers would bring in | 
furs to barter or sell. Now it is a Rare 
celebrated by a week’s vacation from 
school, a parade in -20° weather, the world 
champion dog-sled_ races, dog weight- — _ 
pulling contest (some canines can pull in 
excess of 1,000 pounds), and a traditional _ 
blanket toss. The toss originated when — 
Eskimos would hunt for food and toss one — 
man into the air on a walrus hide in order _ 
to see game for miles around. Now its 
done for fun. .s 

Fish and wildlife laws are very siciek: it ~F 
a hunter violates a law, everything con- _ 
nected with the killing can be confiscated, 
as well as a fine, forfeit of hunting license ee 
and privileges. — ; fr 

Hunting polar bears, the only bears that _ 
will stalk a man for meat, is allowed, buta _ 
kill per individual hunter is allowed once — 
every ten years, and the expedition Sone, 
about $2,000. : 

Most Eskimos are poor but very conte 
with their way of life in the villages, ob- _ 
served DeLeo. Although they have 
corporated some of the white i 


DeLeo says that he enjoyed his s 
Alaska and would someday like 
there to live. He says that it is a da 
environment and must be respect 
what it is — a person can live ‘ 
uses common sense. : a 


